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.. 
The tommittee on public lands, to whom was 
referred the petition of Richard S. Bryan and 
George Brewer, of 117ashington county in the 
MississipjJi territory, 
REPORT: 
THE petitioners state that they presented 
a claim to a right of pre-emption for three hundred 
and twenty acres ofland, to the board of commission-
ers appointed for the aq.justment of claims to land 
east of Pearl river, and that the said board adjudged 
that they were entitled to the said claim, and granted 
a certificate accordingly; but that for want of a cor-
rect knowledge and understanding of the law, they 
failed to take the same from the office of the clerk tothe 
said board, and enter the same in the register's office, 
as prescribed in the first section of an act, entitled 
" An act regulating the grants of land, &c. passed on 
the 2d day of March, 1805. They further state that 
they have bestowed much labor and incurred expen-
ditures to the amount of their fortune in erecting a 
grist and saw mill on the said land. And they pray 
that further time may be allowed them to enter 
their certificate, and thereby secure the land and im-
provements thereon. 
It appears from the records of the proceedings of 
the commissioners east of Pearl river, which are now 
deposited in the office for the department of state, 
that a certificate was granted to the petitioners for the 
land in question. Although the law passed on the 
2d day of March, 1805, makes it the duty of those 
obtaining certificates to enter them with the register of 
the proper land office, the committee are of opinion, 
that that requisition in the Fesent instance ought 
to be dispensed with. In addition to their pka aris-
ing from ignorance alld misconstruction of the law, it 
may be observed that the claim of these petitioners 
might be supported by the cons;deration, that a pro-
vision has been made granting a right of pre-emption 
to a section of land to any person who might have 
erected a mill thereon, in the territory north west of the 
river Ohio. The samc reason which dictated the 
propriety of granting this indulgence in Indiana, is 
equally applicable to the case ofthe present claimants. 
The committee therefore recommend the follow-
ing resolution. 
Resolved, That the prayer of the petition of Rich-
ard S. Bryan and George Brewer is reasonable and 
ought to be granted . 
